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❝The scholarship that I was  
granted gave me confidence in the 

field of dance. It strengthened  
my resolve to do better and to 

develop my potential. My dream is 
to be a professional dancer and 

perform around the world. I thank 
you for the opportunities that you 

have opened for me.

— Amit Barkat, Dancer

We rely heavily on the support and 
patronage given to us in order to 

advance in the difficult reality of the 
musical world. This is especially true in 

the current economic climate. Your 
resolve does not go unnoticed. As much 
as the monetary assistance enables our 

progress, so does the moral support 
and encouragement we draw from your 

recognition of our talent.

— Zohar Agmon, Mezzo-Soprano
Zohar Agmon in 

performance 
alongside AICF 

Alumnus Yair Goren

Dear donors,
My name is Coral and I am 16 years old.
At my relatively young age I have already discovered my own inner flame which drives me and 
inspires me towards my goal. My calling demands total commitment, concentration and even the 
sacrifice of things that most 16 year olds take for granted. Dance involves maturity, ambition and 
the knowledge  that success is rewarded only to a chosen few. There are many obstacles along the 
way, some physical, some emotional and some material over which one has no control. 

The foundation’s contribution and support is extremely essential for me in fulfilling my destiny 
in becoming a professional dancer. I am “hungry” to keep on learning, acquiring skills and 
information wherever I can. I thank you sincerely and am forever grateful to you for granting the 
scholarship.

Sincerely,
Coral Etzyoni, Dancer

Coral Etzyoni

Amit Barkat in 
performance, 

Jerusalem Theatre 
2010
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This year, AICF plans to broaden our global reach 
through the following ways:
	 • Expanding our auditions and fields  
		  of study
	 • Increasing the number of awards, nearly 
		  doubling the number of new  
		  scholarships granted in 2009
	 • Continuing to provide young musicians 
		  with the opportunity to play world-class 
		  violins and cellos wherever they may go 
		  through our Instrument Bank
	 • Providing travel scholarships to help 
		  young artists pursue their dreams
	 • Supporting over a dozen other key 
		  programs including our Periphery 
		  Encouragement Programs

See the future of Israeli culture and experience the 
enormous gifts of our artists by joining us at our 
Gala event on Sunday, October 17, 2010. The Gala 
will feature Israeli dance, music by the Israeli Roots 
group “Shorashim”, classical music, as well as a 
special performance by two of the America-Israel 
Cultural Foundation’s rising stars, immensely tal-
ented artists who at their young age can look for-
ward to many more years of financial support. 
Despite setbacks, AICF’s foundation is once again 
strong, thanks to the dedication and support of so 
many who recognized that supporting the arts is 
invaluable, as is sharing Israeli culture with the 
world. Please come to our Gala so that you can 
experience, first-hand, the enormous impact your 
generosity has made in the lives of so many.

Save the Date!
Sunday Oct 17, 2010 3pm

Jazz at Lincoln Center
Frederick P. Rose Hall

The 
Time is 
Now

My father once told 
me about the 

famous violinist 
Yehudi Menuhin. 

When Albert 
Einstein heard him 
play at the age of 
12, he followed 
him backstage 

after the concert 
and told him, “Now 
I know there is a 
God in heaven.” I 
would like to hear 
such comments 

after my concerts, 
too! Without the 
scholarship my 

family wouldn’t be 
able to afford it for 
me. Thank you for 
helping my dreams 

come true!

— Mark Karlinsky, 
violinist, who will perform 

at our Gala

 

Mark Karlinsky, 
performing at our 
2009 scholarship 

ceremony in Israel.
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Help share Israeli 
culture through your 
generosity

✽
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Dear Readers,

Several weeks ago, I attended the State of Is-
rael Bonds Shabbaton event in Aventura, 
Florida, where I was pleased to find wide-
spread support for Israel. Even during difficult 
economic times, people still contribute to our 
country and its cultural development, proving 
the strength of Zionism.

Everyone has a part in helping Israel, the Jewish 
democratic state that has created its own unique 
culture, which it presents daily to the world.
 
Although our government’s cultural budget 
was not cut this year, it is still minimal – only 
.2% of the overall budget. Our cultural institu-
tions continually struggle; donations have de-
clined because of the world economy and our 
own budgetary crisis.
 

Yet despite limited financial resources, our di-
verse culture retains its strong international 
reputation.  For the last three years, an Israeli 
film has been an Oscar nominee for Best Lan-
guage Film. Israel’s seven million population 
purchases five million theater tickets a year, 
giving us the world’s highest per capita the-
ater attendance. Our theater companies ap-

pear everywhere: Beijing, Moscow, New York, 
Budapest . . . The world-class Batsheva Dance 
Company has introduced Israeli dance around 
the globe. The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, 
talented musicians, visual artists and design-
ers, best-selling international authors – all are 
wonderful cultural ambassadors for Israel.

All this cultural flowering could not grow sole-
ly from a government budget, without addi-
tional assistance from other funds and agen-
cies. The America-Israel Cultural Foundation 
leads in supporting many talented artists in 
Israel, enabling them to pursue their dreams 
and showcase our State worldwide.
 
Sincerely yours,
Limor Livnat
Minister of Culture and Sport

The State of 
Culture in Israel

Gala 
Performers:
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Inbal Megiddo, 
cellist, will perform 
Bach to Tal Adler’s 

choreography.

Gil and Orli Shaham 
will be featured 

at our 71st  
Anniversary Gala.

Tal Adler, current AICF 
abroad recipient  
at Juilliard, will 
perform his own 

choreography and a 
new Israeli work. 

Magda Fishman, Israeli 
cantor/singer, will 

perform with her group 
Shorashim.

Limor Livnat
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About the 
America-

Israel Cultural 
Foundation

tHe AmerICA-ISrAel CulturAl FouNDAtIoN (AICF) has been a 
pillar of Israeli culture since 1939, supporting promising 
young artists through over 14,000 scholarships, as well as 
over 600 of Israel’s leading arts institutions.

In 2010, AICF celebrates its 71st Anniversary serving the 
arts in Israel.  Our scholarship recipients reach millions 
around the world, all those who enjoy and celebrate Is-
raeli culture.

AICF is proud to be part of the fabric of Israel’s history, 
where the arts have nourished and sustained the soul of 
its people for generations.

VISIt WWW.AICF.orG For more INFormAtIoN

Israeli staff of AICF (from 
left to right): orit Naor, 

Inbal Grinberg, Guy 
Shaulski, Nitzan Pri-Har 

and lisa levene.
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